Health seeking behaviour and household health expenditures in Benin and Guinea: the equity implications of the Bamako Initiative.
Curative and preventive care utilization in Bamako Initiative health centres in Guinea and Benin increased significantly. Service based data and household survey results are compared and interpreted to evaluate the equity aspects of the Bamako Initiative programmes in these settings. Improvements in the use of preventive services are shared by the richer and poorer groups of the population. Inequities are more apparent regarding curative area. An important part of the population is not using Bamako Initiative Health Centres for financial reasons. However, the poor were found to use these Health Centres relatively more than richer socio-economic groups. Challenges of the future are identified and recommendations made as to how to tackle the problem of true indigence.